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The Gifted Children’s Advancement Charitable Trust
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We will share:

• processes and tools used to bring 
about school and classroom change,

• examples of projects, programmes,
• outcomes for gifted students and 

their teachers. 
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increased 
opportunities 

and raised 
achievement , 

in their mainstream 
schools, in their 
area/s of talent.

Teachers in 
GKP’s 

contributing 
schools are more 

aware of the 
social and 

emotional needs
of gifted students 

and cater for 
these needs.

GKP and its 
contributing 

schools work 
together to 

support GKP 
students.

3 Objectives
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Annual Mini-
Conferences

For all staff from all 
contributing schools: to 

learn about best practice 
and theory in gifted 

education from national 
leaders.

After School 
Workshops

For all staff from all 
contributing schools: to 

share practical strategies for 
meeting the needs of gifted 

students in the regular 
classroom.

Guided Cluster 
Groups

For schools who indicate an 
interest in working more in-
depth on their programmes 
for gifted students: to bring 
about change in relation to 

the outcomes for their gifted 
students in their school.

Mentors

Local support people who 
take an active interest in 

supporting change.

Library

Teaching resources and 
professional reading for 
teachers and parents.

Website Resources

www.giftnet.ac.nz

School Budget for 
Resources
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Tracy Riley: Setting the scene for success, planning for differentiation and
Teaching and learning: Making the difference

Roger Moltzen : Motivating Underachieving Gifted students

Stephanie Tolan: Who are the Gifted and What do They Need from Us? 

Deborah Fraser: The Complex Lives of the Emotionally and Spiritually 
Gifted. Exploring Emotional Giftedness Through Creative Writing

Robyn Boswell: Humour with Gifted Students. Building Resilience in Gifted 
Kids through Humour. Personalised Learning, Our Tamariki: Inheritors of our 
Future. Intelligence Having Fun: Lighting the Fires of Imagination

Rosemary Cathcart: Advanced Research Skills for Inquiry Learning. Social 
and Emotional Wellbeing: What’s your role and how can you meet it? Guiding 
your Gifted Reader. Motivating Gifted Boys to Write 

Dianne Ogle: Integrating thinking strategies with ICT and “SMART ideas”

Shelley Wells: Thinking Strategies that work

Jeanette Christensen: Inquiry Learning and the Gifted Student, Inquiring to 
Learn

Elaine le Seuer: Sophisticated Picture Books for Gifted Readers. The Art of 
Effective Questioning.

Anne Sturgess: Thinking to Learn

Janet Bourne : Snails or Ecosystems: Challenging Content for Gifted Kids. 
P4C

Debbie Green: Community Problem Solving and Squid Rings model

Pam Scahill and the GRIT Team: Community Problem Solving

Pauline Dann: Bibliotherapy
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Richard Jones: The Hellison Model of Social Responsibility

Melanie Anderson and Paul Shepherd: Activ Leaders

Ruth McAllum: Revealing the Me Behind the Mask

Jessie McKenzie: Creativity in Science and technology                           

Laura Hawksworth and  Teraania Teki : Catering for Gifted Maori Students

Vanya Kovach : Promoting Ethical Thinking through Philosophical Discussion

Kate Neiderer : What do you do with the Gifted Mathematician?

Douglas Roberts: Differentiating in and with Drama

Jessie Fuamatu: Catering for Gifted Pasifika Students

Joanna Gregory-Vince: Catering for Young Gifted Children

Tessa Gray: Using ICT with Gifted Students

Sarah Graham: Using ICT with Gifted Students/Visual Learners

Nikki Fraser: Motivating Gifted Underachievers

Steve Girvan: Thinking to Learn

Marnie Etheridge: Using ICT with Gifted Students

Fiona Grant: ICT for Gifted Students

Scott Delemare: Developing the Individual Through Goal Setting

Janine MacDonald:  Philosophy for Children

Rosemary Meyer: Building Resilience in Young People

Justine Keiller: Teaching Maths to Gifted Students in a Mixed Ability 
Classroom
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Anne Cato: It’s Real and its Now: Web Based Thinking to 
Encourage Thinking in the Classroom

Sue Luus: Nurturing the Social and Emotional Needs of Gifted 
Kids. Enrichment and Acceleration: Practical ideas that work.

Catherine Pittams : CoRT thinking again? Have you CoRT up 
with these tools?

Kathy Henwood: Habits of Mind. Philosophy for Children

Sue Barriball: Enrichment and Acceleration: Practical ideas that 
work

Emma Best: Enrichment and Acceleration: Practical ideas that 
work. Habits of Mind

Charlene Barnett: Gifted Pasifika Students, Mind Stretching: 
Enhancing Creativity in Gifted Children

Tiara Sukhan: Gifted in Maths

Michelle Parsons-Sim: Challenging, Funky and Easy to Use 
Resources for Teachers of the Gifted. Clever Ideas for Motivating 
Underachievers, Setting the scene for Success

Joanne Young: Beyond Bloom’s: Krathwohl’s Affective 
Taxonomy. Tackling Term 4 it is, That’s Choice! Digging Deeper: 
The Art of Effective Questioning

Deb Clark : The Art of Effective Questioning. Talent Development 
Planning. Who are My Gifted Kids?

Anna Meuli: Potential Pastures in the Revised Curriculum for 
Gifted Kids. Differentiating Reading Literacy
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4 clusters

½ day/term of cluster lead teacher development

½ day/term of in-school support for teachers
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•Multi-method

•Needs based: Gathering baseline and endline data (lead teachers on 
leadership skills, school documentation (policy/procedures, teaching 
plans), teachers  (knowledge, planning), students (perceptions of 
school, samples of work)

•Building up leadership expertise

•Supporting the development of school policy and procedures

•Supporting teachers with planning

•Resourcing

•Modeling

•Involving student voice

•Profiling/Talent Development Planning
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Main Thrusts
Getting to know our students

Looking at the whole student 

Listening to our students

Student Interview 2007
Student Interview 2008

Data Analysis

Targeted differentiation 

Planning for Qualitative Differentiation
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for Gifted Maths Students
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2006: Providing Choice, Matrices, Tic, Tac Toe

2007: Listening to students

Embedding complexity into choices with higher order 

thinking

2008: Clustering

Refining understanding of higher order thinking

Accelerated content via effective literacy strategies, 
literacy progressions

Complexity via concept analysis 

Revised group learning goals to match differentiation

Greater self-direction



Creative Writing toolbox
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•Much more confident in their ability to explain what the 
learning needs of gifted students are and in their ability to 
meet them. 

•Have grown in their knowledge of teaching strategies 
appropriate for gifted students.

•Are becoming much more skilled in using these to support 
their planning for qualitative differentiation for gifted students. 

•Feel either somewhat or much more confident to explain 
what the social and emotional needs of gifted students may 
be.

•A little to somewhat more confident in their ability to plan for
meeting those needs.
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Increase in opportunities for gifted students to:
•work at their own pace,
•have time for interest and passion projects, in the 
•use tools that promote creative and critical thinking,
•have a greater degree of choice in their learning. 
•engage with abstract and complex tasks
•connect with like-minded students. A number of schools have taken to 
clustering these students together with a carefully selected teacher. 
•greater access to advanced resources. 

Raised achievement recorded in:
•the quality and quantity of their critical and creative thinking,
•their questioning skills, 
•quality of their solutions in problem solving,
•the depth of their projects. 


